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Device for detecting the position of a selector lever 

5 The invention relates to a device for detecting 

the position of a selector lever, in which the selector 
lever is connected to a device that emits a signal to 
an evaluation device in a desired position of the 
selector lever. 

10 In many areas of application, there are selector 

levers that can be moved backward and forward in one 
V direction, latch^ in or can be fixed in predetermined 
positions and control the operation of a connected unit 
y as^^perating elements. It is desirable to detect the 
position of the selector lever in order to be able to 
control more effectively a system in which the unit 
controlled by the selector lever is incorporated. In a 
motor vehicle, information as to which transmission 
stage has been chosen is necessary for automatic speed 
20 control, for example. 

According to US 4,523,373, an actuating lever with 
a potentiometer is known, it being possible at all 
times to pick off from the potentiometer a voltage 
corresponding to the position of the selector lever. 
The potentiometer is installed in a housing in such a 
way that the same signal voltage is always emitted in a 
preselected position of the lever. Such contact- 
controlled position detection systems are subject to 
wear due to abrasion and dirt accumulation, resulting 
in variation of the signal voltage corresponding to a 
particular position of the selector lever over the 
service life of the potentiometer. There is no longer 
an unambiguous association between the voltage and the 
position of the selector layer. , 

f> object on which the invention is based is to 

^pfciL.1^ a device for detecting the position of a 
selector lever that operates reliably over its entire 
service life and can be produced at reasonable cost. 

According to the invention, - the ob ^ oot io aohiowd 
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-by-virl-np of thn f^rt Mi,u the selector lever is 
connected to a diaphragm arranged in the beam path 
between an optical transmitter and an optical receiver, 
the diaphragm, which follows the movements of the 
selector lever, being -dfts^-^^i;^ i n ..^^h - 'i ^y ^■'^ b r 
optically transparent in the desired position of the 
selector lever, as a result of which the optical 
receiver receives the signal from the optical 
transmitter and transmits it to the evaluation device. 

The advantage of the invention resides in the fact 
that position detection is contactless. The switching 
device of the selector lever thus operates completely 
without wear. It is simple in construction and 
sufficiently robust for use in a motor vehicle. 

Unambiguous detection of the position of the 
selector lever is ensured by the fact that there is an 
optical receiver for each position of the selector 
lever to be determined and that an opening in the 
diaphragm is moved over the optical receivers as the 
selector lever is moved. 

For an embodiment that is particularly robust for 
use in motor vehicles, the optical receivers are 
arranged in a fixed manner on a carrier element in 
accordance with the sequence of motion of the selector 
lever . 

A particularly compact and small switching device 
is achieved by arranging the evaluation device 
connected to the optical receivers on the same carrier 
element . 

In a refinement, at least one optical transmitter 
is arranged on the carrier element, the optical signal 
of which can be deviated onto the diaphragm by means of 
a light guide. Such a device can be used in a flexible 
manner at any desired point of installation. 

To enable the movement of the selector lever in 
different directions of motion to be detected 
unambiguously, one diaphragm is provided for each 
direction of motion of the selector lever. Here, the 
diaphragms can be moved in mechanical isolation from 
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one another. By virtue of this arrangement, all 
positions, both in the horizontal and/or vertical 
direction of motion of the selector lever, are reliably 
detected, 

5 The second diaphragm, which follows the selector 

lever in an approximately vertical direction, 
advantageously has two optically transparent openings! 
the approximately vertical movement of the selector- 
lever being converted into a circular-arc-like movement 
10 of the diaphragm. 

To ensure uniform distribution of the 
signal over the diaphragms, the light guide is 
to cover an extended area. v " 

The invention admits of numerous Embodiments. One 
15 of these will be explained in greater detail with 
reference to the figures illustrated in the ^^1^4^^?^ in 
which/' 

Fig. 1 shows a device according to the invention. 
Fig. 2 shows the arrangement of the optical 
20 receivers on a circuit board and 

Fig. 3 shows the arrangement of the optical 
elemen ts of the device shown in Fig. 1. 

Identical features are indicated by identical 
reference numerals. , , . 

according to the invention for detecting the position 
of a selector lever such as that which can be used in 
an automatic transmission for a motor vehicle. The 
selector lever can latch in in various positions, 
30 thereby defining different transmission stages, namely 
park, reverse, neutral and 3 forward speeds. 

In this arrangement, the selector lever 1 is 
connected to a first diaphragm 2 and a second diaphragm 
3 by a mechanism (not shown specifically) . The first 
35 diaphragm 2 follows the selector lever 1 when the 
latter is moved approximately in a linear direction (x- 
direction) . If the selector lever 1 is moved 
perpendicular to the x-direction, diaphragm 2 is held 
in its position by blocking elements 4, and only 
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diaphragm 3 follows the movement of the selector lever 
1. 

Diaphragm 2 has an opening 5, while diaphragm 3 
bears two openings 6 and 7 offset vertically relative 
5 to one another. Optical receivers, of which only one 
optical receiver 9 is shown, are arranged on a circuit 
board 8 . 

The arrangement of all the infrared receivers on 
the circuit board 8 is shown in Figure 2. Four infrared 
10 receivers 9, 10, 11, 12 serve as a detector for the 
movement of the selector lever 1 in the x-direction. 
They are positioned in such a way on the circuit board 
that, during the movement of diaphragm 2 by the 
selector lever 1, they are traversed completely one 
15 after the other by the opening 5 in this diaphragm 2. 

Also arranged on the circuit board 8, vertically, 
are the infrared diodes 13, 14 that detect the movement 
of the selector lever 1 in the vertical direction (y- 
direction) and are associated with the openings 6 and 7 
20 in diaphragm 3. 

All the infrared diodes 9 to 14 are connected to 
an evaluation circuit 15, which is likewise arranged on 
the circuit board 8. The receiver diodes 9 to 14 
convert the optical signal emitted by an optical 
transmitter 18 (Figure 3) into an electrical signal, 
which is evaluated by the evaluation unit 15. a 
transmission control device 16, which is connected 
electrically to the evaluation device 15, controls a 
transmission 17 as a function of the signal supplied by 
30 the evaluation device 15. 

The optical elements of the switching device are 
shown again schematically in Fig. 3. A light source 18, 
likewise an infrared diode for example, which, for the 
sake of simplicity, is also arranged on the circuit 
board 8, illuminates the surface of the diaphragms 2 
and 3. As already explained, the receivers 9, 10, 11, 
12, 13, 14 are arranged on the circuit board 8, behind 
the diaphragms 2, 3, only receiver 9 being indicated in 
this illustration. 
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The device according to the invention operates as 
follows : 

Since the selector lever 1 is connected 
mechanically to diaphragm 2, diaphragm 2 follows the 
movement of the selector lever 1 when the forward gears 
or neutral are selected. During this process, the 
opening 5 in diaphragm 2 is moved over the LEDs 9, 10, 
11, 12. Here, the receiver diodes 9, 10, 11, 12 are 
positioned in such a way on the circuit board 8 that 
their positions each correspond to one latched position 
of the selector lever 1. if the opening 5 in diaphragm 
2 exposes one of the receiver diodes 9, 10, 11, 12, an 
unambiguous signal combination is transmitted to the 
evaluation device 15. This allows the evaluation device 
15 to ascertain the position of the selector lever 1. 
During the movement of diaphragm 2, diaphragm 3 remains 
in its preselected position, which is chosen so that 
the opening 5 in diaphragm 2 is not affected by 
diaphragm 3. 

Only when the opening 5 in diaphragm 2 fully 
exposes the optical receiver for the predetermined 
position of the selector lever 1 is the position of the 
selector lever 1 assessed. Such an assessment can be 
performed in a simple manner in the electronic 
evaluation device 15 by ascertaining the light output 
supplied by the receiver. Reliable evaluation is 
ensured by threshold analysis of the signal supplied by 
the receiver. 

If, for example, a reverse gear is to be selected, 
this being accomplished, as is known, by moving the 
selector lever 1 in the y-direction, stops 4 arranged 
under diaphragm 2 prevent movement of diaphragm 2 in 
this direction. In this case, only diaphragm 3 follows 
the movement of the selector lever 1. Here, diaphragm 3 
has the openings 6 and 7 that must be brought into 
alignment with the receiver diode 13 or 14 on the 
circuit board 8. An appropriate mechanism is used to 
convert the vertical movement of the selector lever (1) 
into an approximately circular-arc-like movement of 


diaphragm 3, this circular-arc-like movement of 
diaphragm 3 being opposite to the circular-arc-like 
movement of diaphragm 2. 

The vertical movement of the selector lever 1 
brings the opening 7 in diaphragm 3 into alignment with 
the receiver diode 14, and from this the evaluation 
device 15 detects the fact that a vertical movement of 
the selector lever 1 has taken place and that reverse 
gear is to be selected. 

When the selector lever 1 reaches the desired Park 
position, the opening 6 in diaphragm 3 exposes receiver 
diode 13, thereby indicating to the evaluation device 
15 that the desired position has been reached. 


